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Why do FSC forest management standards differ between countries?

FSC uses one global set of Principles and Criteria that applies worldwide, but these are
interpreted through national forest management standards. This is because forests exist in
very different legal, ecological, social, and cultural contexts around the world.

National standards provide country-specific indicators and requirements while remaining
fully aligned with FSC’s global Principles and Criteria. This helps ensure that FSC

certification is both globally consistent and locally relevant.

When do certified companies lose their FSC certificate?

FSC's certification system is designed to uphold high standards while driving continuous
improvement. Through regular audits, certification bodies assess whether certificate
holders continue to meet FSC requirements and identify any areas where corrective action

may be needed.

Where requirements have not been fully met, certification bodies raise nonconformities.
The existence of a nonconformity does not automatically result in the loss of certification.

Rather, the response depends on the nature and severity of the issue.



Minor nonconformities are typically addressed through corrective actions with specific

timeframes. The certification body then verifies whether the issues have been resolved.

In cases of serious non-conformities, or if required corrective actions are not implemented,
the certification body may suspend the certificate. If the conditions for maintaining

certification are still not met, certification may ultimately be withdrawn.

3. How can FSC ensure that timber from non-certified forests comes from well-managed
forests and does not harm the environment or violate human rights?

Before sourcing from indirect suppliers, certificate holders must assess relevant risks in
accordance with FSC’srequirements. FSC assesses these risks through risk assessments and
by reviewing credible information from stakeholders and other relevant sources.In Sweden,
the Centralized National Risk Assessment (CNRA) provides the framework for assessing

suchrisks. Please note that Sweden’s CNRA is currently under revision.

In cases involving allegations against indirect suppliers, FSC’s assurance providers assess
the specific circumstances of the case, including the sourcing areaq, the nature of the
allegation, and the effectiveness of the controls and mitigation measures in place to
address the identified risk. Where necessary, FSC may also commission AS| to use

additional integrity tools, including supply-chain checks and transaction verifications.

4. How do the requirements differ between FSC-certified companies holding Chain of
Custody certification and companies sourcing FSC Controlled Wood?

Under the Chain of Custody (CoC) Standard, all suppliers in the supply chain need to be
certified in order for products to carry the FSC label. CoC certificate holders are therefore
required to source their material from certified forests.

FSC Controlled Wood is material that can be mixed with FSC-certified material in products
carrying the FSC Mix label. However, such material must comply with FSC Controlled Wood

requirements, which are intended to minimize the risk of timber and timber products
originating from unacceptable sources.

Unacceptable material categories:
e lllegally harvested wood

e Wood harvested in violation of traditional and human rights (i.e. forced or child

labour)
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e Wood harvested in forests in which management activities threaten high
conservation values
e Wood harvested in forests being converted to plantations or non-forest use

e Wood from forests in which genetically modified trees are planted.

Companies sourcing FSC Controlled Wood are required to implement Due Diligence Systems
(DDS) to identify and mitigate risks associated with their sourcing. This means mitigation
measures must in place in areas where non-negligible risks are present.

Certification Bodies audit both the organizations and the implementation of their DDS. As part
of their due diligence, organizations must consider FSC’s National Risk Assessments and apply

the recommended mitigation measures.
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To access the Swedish FSC Forest Stewardship Standard, please visit this page.

1. Can an FSC-certified forest owner carry out forestry operations in continuity forests and

other forests with high conservation values in Sweden?

First, it is important to distinguish between continuity forests and forests with high
conservation values. Not all continuity forests have high conservation values that need to
be protected within the framework of FSC certification.

Forests with high conservation values shall be identified according to FSC’s requirements
and are protected or managed in an adaptive way taking their values into consideration
to ensure that they are maintained or enhanced over time.

2. What are FSC’s requirements for forestry in forests with high conservation values in

Sweden?

Any forest management activity that harms high conservation values (HCVs) is not
allowed. If an activity has harmed an HCV, it must cease immediately, and measures must

be taken to restore and protect the affected area.

FSC certification in Sweden requires that forests with high conservation values (HCVs) are
identified and that forest management is adapted to avoid any damage to the identified

high conservation values.

In the standard:

e High conservation values must be maintained or improved over time (FSC Principle 9)

e Forestry operations must be adapted so that these values are not damaged (Criterion
6.3,6.4)

e Management must be based on knowledge of species, habitats and ecosystem

functions (Criterion 6.1, 6.3)

What this means in practice:

e Some areas must be set aside and excluded from production altogether. This

includes forests with particularly high ecological values, such as key habitats.
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e Inother areas, forestry operations may be permitted, but they must be carefully

adapted to safeguard the values present.

This may involve:

e usinglessintensive methods, such as continuous cover forestry
e limiting the size and impact of operations
e taking special care to protect habitats, species, and important structures such as old

trees and dead wood

To learn more, read the FSC National Forest Stewardship Standard for Sweden here (FSC

Principle 6 and 9).

3. Is an FSC certified forest manager allowed to harvest in an area where red-listed species

are present?

FSC certification in Sweden requires forest managers take specific measures to protect

red-listed species and their habitats.

Forest managers must collect and assess available information on the presence of red-

listed species, using sources such as inventories and national species databases.

When red-listed species are known to be present, forest managers must:

¢ Protect their habitats, for example through set-aside areas or other protection

measures
e Adapt forestry operations to avoid harming the species or degrading their habitat

¢ Implement species -specific conservation measures based on the ecological needs

of the species and their level of threat.

In addition:

o Certain forest types with high biodiversity values, such as woodland key habitats,

are excluded from harvesting and production forestry

e Forest managers must retain important structures such as old trees and dead

wood, which are critical habitats for many species
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FSC also requires a risk-based and precautionary approach. This means that forestry
operations must be planned and carried out in a way that prevents damage to

environmental values, even when there is uncertainty.

4, Is clear-cutting allowed in FSC certified forests in Sweden?

Clear-cutting has long been the predominant approach in Swedish forestry, but FSC sets
clear limits on how and where it may be used. The FSC standard for Sweden permits clear-
cutting (final felling) and other forms of final harvesting, subject to strict requirements
regarding where and how these operations may be carried out in order to protect

biodiversity and other environmental and social values.

These requirements include, but are not limited to:

e Conservation value assessments are required before harvesting to identify biodiversity
values and determine appropriate mitigation measures, or, where biodiversity values
are particularly high, to set aside the area.Tree retention of all biodiversity trees and at
least ten mature trees retained per hectare can create a life boating effect for species

to survive the clear-cut phase and become habitat trees in the next generation.

o Buffer zones to lakes and water courses support aquatic species by giving shelter and
providing dead wood into the water. Individual trees or groups of trees are left to avoid

large treeless areas.
e Retaining all old deadwood older than one year to support wood living species.
e Introducing conservation measures for known occurrences of red-listed species.
e Setting aside 5% of areas with high biodiversity, exempt from commercial harvesting.
e Exempting all Woodland Key Habitats from commercial harvesting.

e Exempting all Woodland Key Habitats from commercial harvesting.

Tolearn more, read Clearcutting: Rules, Limits and Safequards.
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1. Whatis the study about?

Over the last years, arising number of complaints, public campaigns, and investigative
reports have been pointing out to concerns regarding the effectiveness of due diligence
systems (DDS) designed to prevent sourcing from areas with high conservation value in
Sweden. Documented cases raise important questions about whether DDS and control
measures implemented by certificate holders are sufficiently robust, consistently applied,

and effectively verified.

FSC International therefore commissioned this comprehensive study to ensure that its
principles, requirements, and assurance mechanisms are being interpreted and
implemented consistently, credibly, and effectively across all actors within the Swedish

forestry sector.

We would like to thank all certificate holders participating in the study for their
cooperation, engagement, and openness throughout the process. We recognize the time

and effort involved and appreciate your contribution to this important work.

2. Whatis behind this study, is it the complaints made by Swedish stakeholders or

something else?

The study is not based on a single complaint or one source of concern. It responds to a
broader pattern of issues raised over several years through stakeholder complaints, public
reports, and other inputs concerning the identification and protection of High

Conservation Values in Sweden.

Purpose and intent of the study:

ASI willdo a geoprocessing of georeferenced data (geolocation) demonstrating the
location of supply units included in the FSC certificate holders' FSC CW due diligence
system to evaluate the risk on practices nonconformant to FSC normative standards

applicable to the certificate holders.
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ASl evaluates the presence of risks within supply units and the mitigation measures
declared by the certificate holders.The requested information associated with the supply

unit is limited to the following attributes attached to the supply unit’s geometry data:
o Number of the associated logging notification (Beteckn).

e Typeoflogging (Avverktyp)

e Yearof logging (Avvdatum)

Geolocation of supply units is compared against the publicly known geolocation of other
geographic objects. The other geographic objects are objects inventoried and/or
assessed for the presence of conservation values by or on behalf of the Swedish Forest
Agency and the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency. As sourcing from objects with
high conservation values is either prohibited or substantially limited in FSC CW
certification scheme, ASI requires the supply units' geolocation to confirm the absence of
sourcing from these objects or, if there are instances of sourcing from these objects, to
evaluate how exactly certificate holders mitigated the risks associated with specific

supply units.

ASl aims at evaluating certificate holders’ performance in sourcing timber from supply

units, not the performance of landlords of the properties being supply units.

3. Whyiis it called a study, not an investigation?

The term ‘study’ is used because it reflects the nature of the work as a structured review
and analysis of how relevant FSC requirements are applied in practice. The use of the term
‘study’, rather than ‘investigation’, does not affect the scope, seriousness, or independence

of the work being carried out.
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4. Why is the study being launched now, given that the new Centralized National Risk
Assessment (CNRA) is nearly complete and the Standard Development Group (SDG) is

already working on the new Swedish standard?

While the revision of the CNRA and the development of the updated Swedish standard are
critical and ongoing processes, a number of recent incidents and formal complaints
related to Controlled Wood sourcing in Sweden require more immediate attention. These
cases point to potential gaps in how the current system is functioning in practice,
particularly regarding the implementation and effectiveness of due diligence systems

(DDS) and control measures.

In this context, the purpose of the study is not to duplicate or pre-empt the outcomes of

the CNRA revision or the standard-setting process. Rather, it is designed to:
e Dbetter understand the root causes behind the reported issues

o assess how effectively existing DDS and control measures are being implemented in

practice, and

e identify any immediate gaps or inconsistencies within the current assurance system.

1. Will the HCV requirement and the FPIC requirements be revised as part of the ongoing
standard revision?

FSC has initiated the revision of the National Forest Stewardship Standard for Sweden,
which provides the formal framework for considering a range of issues including the
identification and protection of high conservation values, the implementation of FPIC, and
engagement with Indigenous Peoples. The final proposal of the Standard is expected to be
submitted to FSC International for publication by the end of 2028.

2. Who can influence the revision of the Swedish NFSS?

The revision of the Swedish NFSS follows FSC’s procedures and is carried out by a
chamber-balanced Standards Development Group (SDG) representing environmental,

social and economic interests. The revision process will also include a public consultation
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phase planned for early 2027, during which stakeholders will have the opportunity to
review the draft and provide input. FSC encourages everyone with aninterest to

participate in this consultation, which will be announced once launched.

3. Whatis a Centralized National Risk Assessment (CRNA), and what is it used for?

A Centralized National Risk Assessment (CRNA) is an FSC assessment tool used by
companies sourcing FSC Controlled Wood to evaluate the risk of obtaining material from

unacceptable sources within a specific country.

CRNAs are developed internationally within the FSC system and are applied in countries
where alocally developed National Risk Assessment is not available. They help
organisations identify risks in their supply chains, understand where the likelihood of
problems is higher, and apply appropriate measures to reduce those risks. It covers a

range of risk areas, including:

e illegalharvesting

e violations of human rights

e threats to high conservation values
e conversion of forests

e use of genetically modified trees

Companies sourcing FSC Controlled Wood are required to use the applicable CRNA as

part of their due diligence system (DDS) to assess and manage sourcing risks.
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