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FSC’s feedback on the EU Sustainable Products Initiative 

The Forest Stewardship Council (FSC), the pioneer of forest certification with nearly 50 million of 

forest hectares certified in Europe, strives to support the EU Commission in making products more 

sustainable. In this framework, FSC recommends the following: 

1. Design for renewables: incentivising renewables to decarbonize the economy 

If managed sustainably, renewable materials such as wood are circular by nature because they 

regrow naturally (1). By replacing fossil-based materials with renewable materials the EU Commis-

sion can reduce dependency on finite resources whilst reducing carbon emissions.  For instance, 

wood-based textiles have a climate mitigation effect of 5 kg CO2 per kg of product used compared 

to polyester (2). The use of renewable materials thus offers opportunities to bind carbon in prod-

ucts and act as carbon stocks (3). 

2. Design for sustainability: including responsible sourcing among the sustainability 

principles  

Sustainable products start with sustainable raw materials. Responsible sourcing makes sure that 

resources are managed in a way that respects people, animals and the environment (4). Respon-

sible sourcing is therefore the precondition for an effective sustainable circular economy (5). 

This is because it helps eliminating sustainability risks in the supply chain by including social and 

environmental considerations already at the sourcing level (6).  

3. Co-design for sustainability: Recognising third-party certifications driving sustaina-

ble objectives as proxy for compliance with EU sustainability principles  

One easy way to foster responsible sourcing is recognising ready-made robust responsible sourc-

ing standards embedding both environmental and social considerations, such as the ones re-

specting ISEAL’s credibility principles (7). For instance, FSC certification ensures that forest-based 

products come from responsibly managed forests providing environmental, social and economic 

benefits – hence, in line with the EU Green Deal (8). While voluntary, these approaches can effec-

tively complement legislative measures by nudging companies in disclosing responsible sourcing 

commitments with measurable climate friendly targets which are easy to verify (9). This makes 

sure that sustainability is present already at the sourcing level in the supply chain. Given the 

above, FSC recommends the EU Commission to recognize robust voluntary sustainability stand-

ards as a proof of compliance with the EU sustainability principles, as per option already adopted 

under RED II (10).  
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About FSC 

FSC has 25 years of experience in sustainable forest management and is widely regarded as the 

world’s most trusted forest certification system. FSC uses its expertise to promote the responsible 

management of the world’s forests, bringing together experts from the environmental, economic 

and social spheres. FSC develops the standards that define how forests can be managed sustain-

ably and provides a label for businesses to show their products originate from these certified for-

ests. FSC standards are based on ten core principles designed to prevent deforestation and deg-

radation, and safeguard biodiversity, water quality, carbon storage, and Indigenous Peoples’ and 

workers’ rights, among other key environmental and social values. More here. 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/10/circular-bioeconomy-nature-reset/
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/bitstream/JRC103138/kjna28468enn.pdf
https://efi.int/publications-bank/substitution-effects-wood-based-products-climate-change-mitigation
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/assets/downloads/Completing_The_Picture_How_The_Circular_Economy-_Tackles_Climate_Change_V3_26_September.pdf
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/assets/downloads/Completing_The_Picture_How_The_Circular_Economy-_Tackles_Climate_Change_V3_26_September.pdf
https://www.isealalliance.org/defining-credible-practice/iseal-credibility-principles
https://fsc.org/en/engagement/sustainable-development-goals#:~:text=The%20broad%20environmental%2C%20social%2C%20and,accountable%20societies%2C%20and%20global%20partnerships.
https://www.wwf.de/fileadmin/fm-wwf/Publikationen-PDF/WWF-Study_Deforestation-Free_Supply_Chains.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/topics/renewable-energy/biofuels/voluntary-schemes_en
https://www.fsc.org/en/about-us

